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recognition and 

reach for ireland’s 

national music program



Music Generation’s partnership with U2 and The Ireland Funds was celebrated in  

September last year at the 27th Allianz Business to Arts Awards, a major annual event 

dedicated to recognizing and commending imaginative, innovative and effective  

partnerships between businesses and the arts in Ireland. 

 In one of the most prestigious and competitive categories at the event, Music  

Generation, U2, The Ireland Funds, Bank of America Merrill Lynch and the Stavros 

Niarchos Foundation were thrilled to win the Award for Best Long-Term Partnership. 

Minister for Culture, Heritage and the Gaeltacht, Josepha Madigan T.D., made the  

presentation to Rosaleen Molloy (Music Generation National Director) and Siobhán 

Gallagher (Director of The Ireland Funds Young Leaders) before an audience of some 600 

leading representatives from the cultural, corporate and philanthropic sectors at Dublin’s 

Bord Gáis Energy Theatre.

‘This was a big dream and it was always going to be a team effort. We can’t 

thank our partners enough for their passion and commitment to our shared goal 

– an accessible music education for every young person in Ireland. We are all 

so proud of everything Music Generation has achieved thus far and we look 

forward to working together long into the future.’

—The Edge 

‘The journey and achievements of Music Generation are testament to the power 

of philanthropy, which has brought about unprecedented change for the music 

education landscape in Ireland.’

—Caitriona Fottrell, Vice President and Director, Ireland of The Ireland Funds 

Celebrating the 
Power of Philanthropy
an International Award for Music Generation’s Partnerships
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Andrew Hetherington, Business to Arts 

CEO (left) with percussionist Alex Petcu, 

Aibhlínn Doheny (Music Generation Laois 

participant and young percussionist) and 

Sean McGrath, Allianz CEO (right), pictured 

together at the announcement of the 2018 

Allianz Business to Arts Award for ‘Best 

Long Term Partnership’, presented to U2 

and The Ireland Funds with support from 

Bank of America and the Stavros Niarchos 

Foundation, for ‘Music Generation’. 
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MUSIC GENERATION

Four young musicians from Ireland’s Midlands enjoyed the opportunity of a lifetime in  

October last year when they were invited to perform as part of The Ireland Funds Monaco 

Weekend Celebrations 2018. Joined on stage by their mentor, renowned Irish artist Zoë  

Conway, the Ensemble shared a set of traditional Irish music and song with distinguished 

guests including His Serene Highness Prince Albert II, Sovereign Prince of Monaco. The group 

was a small representation of some 3,500 children and young people currently accessing music 

tuition in all genres and styles as part of Music Generation in County Laois.

 ‘As my first time in Monaco, it was amazing to expe-

rience the culture and meet the local people, including 

Prince Albert. Playing for him was the highlight.’

— Naoise, young musician 
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Music Generation on the World Stage 
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new counties welcome musical opportunities for ireland’s next generation

stories of impact 

Highlights in these 5 new areas include: 

• Access to music tuition for 3,330 additional children and young people, working with 34 musicians across 

 63 new school and early years settings

• Establishment of a cross-border community music Peace Project for 65 teenagers in Leitrim and Fermanagh 

• Premiere performance by Music Generation’s first regional youth orchestra ‘Symphonic Waves’, with 60 

 members participating from 7different counties in the west of Ireland 

• Launch of new Youthreach partnerships, creating access to music for 20 early school leavers ages 15 to 18

Since the summer of 2018 five new counties in Ireland have been 

learning what it means for their children and young people to 

have access to quality, affordable music tuition within their local 

communities. As part of ‘Music Generation Phase 2’ new part-

nerships have now been established in Dún Laoghaire-Rathdown 

(Dublin), Galway County, Leitrim, Waterford and Wexford. The 

welcome for the programme from musicians, schools, commu-

nity groups, parents and young people has been overwhelming, 

demonstrating the vital role that Music Generation is playing 

in fuelling musical passion and ambition among Ireland’s next 

generation. 

During the first six months of 2019 a further four areas of the 

country will commence planning for the roll-out of new Music 

Generation partnership programmes. By the end of the year 

children and young people in Galway City, Kilkenny, Roscom-

mon and both Cavan/Monaghan will have begun to gain access 

to performance music education with professional musicians 

in their localities, bringing the total number of areas in Ireland 

reached to 20!

‘It is highly rewarding to see children and young people progress 

into programmes in years three, four and five and especially to see 

them getting involved in initiatives and ensembles outside of their 

genres and comfort zones…It is honestly transformative for the 

school and for the community at large.’ 

— Ciarán, musician educator 

‘The positive benefits of music-making are well documented–  

learning music at a young age can bring about greater self-esteem, 

improved concentration, literacy, numeracy, and social skills…we’re 

opening a door for a generation of children to a means of expression 

and imagination…I count myself lucky to have a job that can play 

a part in achieving those outcomes for children and young people.’ 

— Karl, musician educator 
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